In this short paper I shall only attempt to discuss the place of ultra-violet ray therapy in the treatment of cases of leucoderma or vitiligo as noticed in the actinotherapy section of the Radiology Department of the Stanley Hospital, Madras. Before proceeding to discuss the effect of ultra-violet rays on conditions in which there is an absence of normal pigment in the skin, it will be advantageous to state briefly the known facts about normal pigmentation in the skin and the effect of ultra-violet rays on normal skin.
One of the chief direct effects on skin as a result of exposure to ultra-violet rays is pigmentation. Sometimes it is produced without any erythema being noticed. Ultra-violet rays with wave-lengths ranging between 3,000 A.Uand 2,800 A.U. are believed to produce the pigment in the basal cells. Even though the ultra-violet ray is the chief producer of pigment in the skin, it is not the sole producer, as pigment is also produced by the repeated stimulation of the skin by certain agents.
All persons do not get the same benefit from exposure to ultra-violet rays. To quote Lee 
